
1850 1900
1909
President Theodore
Roosevelt creates the
Boundary Waters
Canoe Area (BWCA) in
northeastern Minnesota.

1950
1949
President Harry Truman
issues and executive
order banning flights at
altitudes lower than
4,000 feet over the
BWCA.

1930-1941
Portage trails in the
BWCA are built by the
Civilian Conservation
Corporation, a work
program created by
President Franklin
Roosevelt during the
Great Depression.

1964
Congress passes the
Wilderness Act, which
prohibits the use of
motorboats and snow-
mobiles in most parts
of the BWCA.

1978
President Jimmy Carter
signs the Boundary
Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness legislation
into law, thus bringing
greater protection to
the area.
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